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Contact: Ornithologist and UM Professor Richard Hutto, (406) 543-4827.
UM PRO FESSO R’S PBS SHOW FO R TH E BIRDS
MISSOULA-For 21 years, noted ornithologist and University of Montana Professor Richard Hutto
has introduced students to the world of birds. Now Hutto has found a larger audience.
Hutto is the new host of “BirdWatch,” a national public television series dedicated to
all aspects of birds and bird-watching. The 10-part, magazine-style series showcases birds in
wilderness and backyards throughout the United States. It caters to 80 million Americans who
have made bird-watching one of the nation’s most popular outdoor hobbies, second only to
gardening.
“Birds have been a great tool for me to get people excited about the natural w orld,”
Hutto said. “The little organisms just seem to bring out the best in people. Hosting this
program allows me to reach so many more people than I could in the classroom. It’s been an
amazing opportunity.”
“BirdWatch” will air on Montana Public Television stations on Saturday at 4:30 p.m.
starting Dec. 12. The last episode of the new season will air March 6, 1999.
Hutto has filmed segments of “BirdWatch” in places as far flung as the PatagoniaSonoita Creek Preserve in Arizona, one of the country’s premier birding hot spots, and New
York City’s Central Park, where red-tail hawks nest on Fifth Avenue.
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Other episodes have been taped closer to home. Hutto did a show in the Mission Valley
observing Short-eared Owls in twilight. Other Montana shows featured goshawks living in
Pattee Canyon near Missoula and a bird-watching walk along the Bitterroot River.
“Even when I’m on the road, I mention Montana in nearly every show,” he said.
Hutto isn’t the only UM professor with a national bird-watching show. His colleague,
Associate Professor Ken Dial, has hosted a program titled “All Bird TV ” on the Animal Planet
channel for the past two years.
“It’s actually pretty amazing that the only two bird-watching shows in the nation are
hosted by people from the same university,” Hutto said.
As host of “BirdW atch,” Hutto was quoted in the Aug. 21 edition of USA Today,
giving a list of 10 great places to observe birds.
The professor admits it was almost an accident that he wound up hosting “BirdWatch.”
The program premiered on PBS in October 1997, but lost its original hosts, Don and Lillian
Stokes, after the first season. Since sponsors were still in place, the show’s producers began
searching for new hosts. They approached Dial about hosting another show, but he didn’t have
time and declined. The producers decided to give Hutto a call after seeing him assisting Dial in
a Montana episode of “All Bird T V .”
Hutto agreed to host “BirdWatch” last February. Craig Tufts, chief naturalist for the
National Wildlife Federation, was selected to host the backyard bird-watching segments of the
program.
Hutto said that at first he was fairly intimidated about performing in front of a camera
instead of a classroom. Showmanship, however, must be in his blood —his father was a
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motion picture producer of documentary films -- and he soon found himself displaying a more
relaxed on-screen persona.
“BirdWatch” is a co-production of Connecticut Public Television and the Company for
Home Entertainment, with participation from the National Wildlife Federation. Hutto said
members of the television crew he worked with were from Connecticut, Vermont and Ohio.
“They are a good bunch,” he said. “W e’ve gotten some amazing footage.”
Hutto hopes that his hosting “BirdWatch” will enhance UM ’s reputation for being a
Mecca for bird-watchers and ornithologists. “Our program is making quite a name for itself,
and we are competing with places such as Princeton, Harvard and Yale for students,” he said.
Hutto is on sabbatical from his UM teaching duties this semester, and he hasn’t yet
decided whether his schedule will allow him to continue hosting “BirdW atch.” He and his
wife, Susan Reel, have two boys -- Rusty, 6, and Paul, 3.
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